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Case Study
THE POWER OF A PHYSICAL EXAM
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A 42-year-old man with a history of poorly controlled hypertension,  
but no other significant medical problems, presented to EMS. He had  
been experiencing intermittent chest discomfort and near syncope  
for several days.  


Upon arrival, an electrocardiogram revealed he had inferior injury and  
intermittent heart block. An emergency catheterization was performed,  
exposing a Type A aortic dissection with aortic insufficiency and  
compromise of the right coronary artery by the false lumen. 


The patient was taken to emergency surgery where he underwent ascending 
aortic replacement, aortic valve replacement and re-implantation of the  
coronary arteries. He did well and was discharged seven days later on  
medical therapy.


This case outlines one of the many unusual presentations of an acute  
inferior myocardial infarction as well as the importance of performing  
a physical exam. In this situation, the diagnosis could likely have been  
made clinically based on auscultation of the aortic insufficiency murmur. 





